
 



 

  



Introduction 
 
 

To anticipate is to look forward to, to foresee and act in advance 
of.  The experience of anticipation is colored by whether or not the 
thing anticipated 1) is desirable or dreadful, and 2) is certain, 
probable, or remotely possible.   
 
How good it is to look forward to something both sweet and sure!  
We draw strength and refreshment even before the thing is upon 
us.  So it is with such things as sunrise, spring, or semester‘s end! 
 
And so it is with the coming of Christ: 

―Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to 
us by His Son, whom He appointed the heir of all things, through 

whom also He created the world.   
He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of His 

nature, and He upholds the universe by the word of his power.‖  
Hebrews 1:1-3 

 
This year‘s Advent passages give special attention to the 
anticipation of Jesus‘  arrival.  In the true spirit of Advent, they 
also point us to His coming again.   
 
May the scripture readings and the reflections from those in the 
UMHB community aid you in preparing room in your heart for the 
Coming One.  Freely anticipate the  goodness to come. 
 
―He who testifies to these things says, ‗Surely I am coming soon.‘   

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!‖  Revelation 22:20 
 
 
 

Dr. Shawn Shannon, Baptist Student Ministry Director  



 

 

 

  

November 25th  Unto Us a Child is Born 

Isaiah 9:2-7 

 Writing this meditation was, if not a labor of love, certainly a 
labor. I read the passage, prayed, read the passage, prayed. And still 
no inspiration. 

All that came to mind were random thoughts about relating the 
past to future. For example, I recalled the words of Satchel Paige, 
arguably the greatest pitcher of the Negro baseball leagues: ―Don‘t 
look back. Something might be gaining on you.‖ Baseball must have 
been on my mind for a quote from Yogi Berra popped up: "You've got 
to be very careful if you don't know where you are going because you 
might not get there." I even wondered if I could slip the Back to the 
Future movie franchise in. 

Linking past, present, and future together may not be easy, but 
that‘s what the Advent season is about. Advent invites God‘s people 
to anticipate Christ‘s Second Advent while remembering His first. 

Today, as we begin our Advent journey, we live in turbulent 
times, not unlike those of the Isaiah. He proclaimed the coming of 
God‘s ideal king during particularly tumultuous times in Judah‘s 
history. But the prophet looked beyond his present to God‘s promise 
of a better future. Desolate and dark times would not last forever. 
God had not forgotten nor had He neglected His people. God 
promised a child would be born who would embody the ideals of the 
Messianic King, a king who would reign forever with justice and 
righteousness. 

We know where we‘re going, looking forward to the fullness of 
Christ‘s return. We get our direction for the future fulfillment by 
looking back to one whom Isaiah called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Eternal Father, and Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). 

But that‘s enough of that. Let‘s get started. Let‘s walk toward the 
future with a resurrected Christ. Let us join Him as He breaks into our 
present with justice and righteousness: Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Dr. David Morgan, Adjunct Instructor, Christian Studies 

 



 

 

  

November 26th  

Greetings favored one  Luke 1:26-38 

 Talk about an unexpected birth announcement – can you 
imagine being Mary?  The angel Gabriel comes into Mary‘s house 
and states in verse 28: ―Hail, favored one? The Lord is with you.‖  In 
today‘s words that would read something like this:  ―You are truly 
blessed!  The Lord is with you.‖ CEV  Then Gabriel tells Mary to not 
be afraid because God is pleased with you. Oh, and by the way you 
will have a son and name Him Jesus. Despite the consequences to 
her as an unwed mother, Mary‘s response shows her faith when she 
said ―be it done to me according to your word‖ in verse 38. 

 

Has anyone every told you that you are special or blessed?  
Have you felt all alone with a huge secret?  How have you handled 
these unexpected encounters?  Do you pull into yourself, seek the 
advice of friends or family or do your turn to God and His word.  
Friends and family usually mean to assist you, but if they don‘t point 
you to God then their counsel may not be the one you need to follow.  
I can hear my brain saying, ―but sometimes I don‘t understand what I 
read in the Bible or my prayers don‘t seem to be answered.‖  I 
imagine Mary may have had similar feelings about Gabriel‘s 
announcement.  Then we should continue on our path as she did 
until God makes it plain to us what He desires.   

 

God is bigger than our problems.  He always keeps His 
promises and He never leaves us.  In Luke 1:37 we are told:  ―For 
nothing will be impossible with God.‖  Are you overwhelmed, 
downhearted, anxious or just plain empty?  Turn to our loving God 
and ask Him to lift you up, send His people to comfort you but don‘t 
neglect His Word – those words hold great comfort and wisdom. 

Debbie Rosenberger RN, Coordinator of Health Services 

 



 

 

  

November 27th The Spirit of the LORD will 

Rest on Him  Isaiah 11:1-5  

Why do we eagerly ―wait‖ for Christmas morning as if we were 
grade school kids?  

Impatient.  

Giddy.  

Perhaps it is the traditions or memories that are locked deep in our 
souls. We can‘t wait to experience it! Christmas morning just cannot 
get here fast enough. Or maybe, our parents and grandparents have 
talked it up, asked questions, and shown excitement.   

One thing we know…  

 It is going to be a special day.  

What raised such a great expectation of the coming of the 
Messiah? 

Perhaps the anticipation ancient Jews experienced when they 
heard prophetic voices speak of the Messiah‘s 

 rising from the house of David. (v. 1) 

 qualifications for His great undertaking. (v. 2-3) 

 justice and equity of government. (v. 3-5) 

 Peaceable Kingdom. (v. 6-9) 

These things brought safety and security to a Jewish mind.  In 
fact, it clearly described what their soul longed for in life.  A kingdom 
will come on earth as it is in heaven. Unity will take place.  Best of all, 
the Spirit of the Lord will rest on the people. The coming of the 
Messiah was going to be a very special day—one that parents and 
grandparents spoke of often.  People could not wait to experience it.   

This Christmas, as we ponder the traditions that are locked 
deep within our souls, may the root of Jesse, Jesus Christ, come 
alive in such a way that the life giving Spirit of God will bring 
understanding, direction, strength, and salvation. 

 

 

Dr. Byron Weathersbee, Vice President for Student Life 

 



 

 

  

November 28th  

The True Light   John 1:9-13 

 Several years ago when our children were small, my wife and I 
were looking for ways to help them appreciate the true meaning of 
Christmas. So we bought an Advent wreath with its odd combination 
of three purple candles and a one pink candle. Each week, we lit one 
of those candles, read the Scripture, and sang an Advent hymn 
together. In doing so, we changed the emphasis of waiting for 
Christmas from the expectation of receiving presents to the 
expectation of worshipping the newborn Christ. We found that the 
light of those candles brought light and joy into our home that 
dispelled the darkness of selfish wants and material desires.  

 

 The time of waiting for Christmas has always been a time filled 
with hope for something better to come. Unfortunately, our culture 
often redirects our hope from the person of Christ to the stuff of the 
store. The result can often be the darkness of depression. Instead of 
filling our hearts with the joy of relationship, we often fill our minds 
with the burden and frenzy of acquiring property. 

 

 The prologue of the Gospel of John tells us that the Word was 
the ―true light, which enlightens everyone.‖ That light should shine 
brightly throughout Advent. We have a choice whether to ―light‖ the 
candles or to remain in the dark. The Word who called light into 
existence as His first act of creation still shines to ―enlighten 
everyone‖ who comes to him.  

 

Isaiah proclaimed that one day a new light would shine that 
would overcome the darkness of the nation of Israel (Is. 9:2). That 
light would be the Messiah who would someday rule Israel. As we 
wait for Him again this year, may He rule our homes and our hearts.   

  

Dr. Bill Carrell, Professor, Christian Studies  

 



 

 

  

November 29th  

God Sent His Son in the Likeness of Flesh 

Romans 8:1-8 

In a football game, is a player honored most for not committing 

penalties, or for scoring touchdowns? Or is a basketball player 

praised for committing the fewest number of fouls, or for scoring the 

most points? There is great merit in limiting your mishaps, but 

ultimately we are not judged by how successfully we avoided folly. 

Rather we are measured by success achieved in spite of and often in 

the midst of our certain inadequacy.  

I seem to be far more concerned with ―How do I sin less?‖ than I 

am with ―How do I honor God more?‖ I find a great deal of error when 

I begin to tally any sort of ―success points‖ in my own spiritual 

journey.  

In spite of and very much in the midst of my error, Romans 8:1-

8 provides several comforting reminders. First of all, I am no longer a 

slave bound to my sin. Because of the life, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, my sins have no hold on me. Secondly, I am reminded 

that my solitary efforts to glorify God are futile and failing in 

comparison to the work of the Holy Spirit. Finally, I am reminded that 

Christians are not those people who best manage some religious or 

moral checklist of do‘s and don‘ts. We are those people called into an 

eternal relationship with our Creator. Today my charge is this: I will 

throw the score card out altogether. Rather than worshiping 

successes and failures, I will worship my Lord and Savior.    

 

Taylor Holleyman, Baptist Student Ministry Co-President 

 



 

 

  

November 30th  

The Word became flesh     John 1:14-18 

God‘s story eternally covers our own.  The realization of His 

restoration came to us through His Son.  Jesus‘ stature—from 

Heaven to Earth—did not change His nature.  Man‘s nature cannot 

change his stature with God; but only through Jesus‘ nature are we 

able to be transformed and forever redeemed.  Our emptiness is only 

filled through trusting in the One who came to us, full of grace and 

truth.    

As we prepare ourselves to celebrate Christmas, may we retune 

our hearts to rejoice in the complete identity we have through this 

story; and may the remembrance of who we are make our hearts 

sensitive to God‘s invitation to share His love and redemption with 

those who are in need of His fullness. 

 

  

 

Dani Beth Crosby, Assistant Director of Alumni Relations 

 



 

 

December 1st 

Behold My Servant… Isaiah 42:1-9 

Where have I gotten my ideas about the character of a servant, 
about the nature of the relationship between servant and master?  
Movies, stories, and ―the butler did it‖ sorts of impressions. 

 

Then I spent time in a household in a culture where it was the 
norm to have servants.  What I experienced surprised me:  the 
servants and ―masters‖ honored one another, had mutual respect and 
regard for one another.  Each helped and aided the other.  The 
master would never send the servant on an errand without providing 
means to accomplish what was asked.  The servant represented the 
master in the home and community.  It was a relationship that freed 
both of them to do a lot of good. 

 

The LORD‘s Chosen Servant is described in Isaiah 42 as one 
who is doing and being what the Master would have done and would 
have been:  Just to all. Tender to the weak and wounded.  
Determined to set things deeply right.  Effective in His mission. 

 

This One is called in ―righteousness,‖ out of and for richly right 
relationships.  Behold a person who is Himself a covenant, a solemn 
promise and commitment!  He Himself is a light to open blind eyes 
and to deliver prisoners, freeing us from personal and communal 
darkness. 

 

The former things have come to pass.  Here is the New Thing, 
the ―God-glory.‖  The LORD has let us in on His coming, His mission, 
His nature.  The Servant is surrogate of the Master, acting as He 
would, revealing His nature and intentions.   

 

What glorious news!  

 

Dr. Shawn Shannon, Director, Baptist Student Ministry 

 



 
 

HOPE 
 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
Charles Wesley 

 
 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,  
Born to set Thy people free;  

From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in Thee.  

Israel‘s strength and consolation,  
Hope of all the earth Thou art;  

Dear Desire of ev‗ry nation,  
Joy of ev‗ry longing heart. 

 
Born Thy people to deliver,  

Born a Child, and yet a king,  
Born to reign in us forever,  

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By Thine own eternal Spirit  

Rule in all our hearts alone;  
By Thine all-sufficient merit, 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 



 

 

  

December 2nd 

Made Himself Nothing   Philippians 2:5-7 

Once upon a time, a cute couple traveled to a quaint, little town 
called Bethlehem where they had a cuddly baby amidst a petting zoo 
and clean hay. The angels sang, the sheep smiled, and the 
shepherds danced. The child grew up, lived a sinless life, led a 
powerful ministry, and died upon a pretty wooden cross, carved just 
for Him. As the sun set behind the cross and spread its pretty colors, 
history was written in the sky. The perfect story for a perfect ―ever 
after.‖ 

Paul shares with us ―the wake-up call rendition‖ of an early 
Christian hymn that describes what really happened. Christ Jesus, 
who was in the form of God, made Himself nothing when He came 
into this world (Phil 2:5-7). When we realize that reputation and 
standing in society were of the highest priority in the first-century 
Mediterranean world, the words, ―There was no place for them in the 
inn‖ (Luke 2:7) lose their romantic Christmas story tone. Instead,  we 
find a young couple suffering rejection. Joseph went to his hometown 
for a census. Why did they not stay with family? Mary was about to 
give birth! Apparently, word had spread and the family did not want to 
have anything to do with Mary ―who was with child.‖ Jesus was not 
welcome. Joseph was left knocking on doors of filthy inns . . . . 

 Jesus died like He entered the world—lowly. ―But made Himself 
nothing, taking the form of a slave. And being found in human form, 
He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even a cross-like death‖ (Phil 2:7-8). The Romans had not invented 
crucifixion but had mastered the art by augmenting its cruelty. 
Crucifixion was reserved for slaves and insurrectionists. Note that 
Jesus came into this world as a slave, one so low in the eyes of 
society that He was ―fit‖ to die by crucifixion. From rejection by family 
at His birth to His shameful death on a cross, Jesus had made 
Himself nothing so we might gain everything. Wow, now that is 
Christmas. 

 

Dr. Renate Viveen Hood, Associate Professor of Christian Studies 

 



 

 

  

December 3rd 

My Servant will prosper…  Isaiah 52:13-15   

     These verses in Isaiah speak of Jesus Christ more than 700 years 

before He was born. This is an awesome prophecy! What it tells us 

about the Messiah is that He will suffer and He will be exalted. That 

before His glory will come His suffering.  The Servant (Jesus) is a 

sacrifice who bears the sin and punishment due to us.   Jesus, the 

Messiah. Born to reign - but first, to suffer and die. Born to be high 

and lifted up and greatly exalted -- but only after having His 

appearance marred more than any man.  

     In the Christmas story who can forget the wise men and the gifts 

they brought for the King? The myrrh in the wise men's gifts is in 

many ways the odd element. The gold and frankincense, gifts fit for a 

king, make sense, but myrrh was a spice used in burial rituals. Why 

present this to a newborn child, especially one worshipped by the 

wise men as the promised King of the Jews?  It is a little throwback  

reminder tucked into the middle of the joyous birth story that Jesus' 

first advent, His first coming, would also be marked by His death. - a 

fitting framing of His life, beginning and ending with the idea that His 

death was God's plan all along ... as was His resurrection and 

ultimate eternal reign.  

     The blood shed when He was ―marred more than any man‖ is for 

the nations. Like the sacrificial offerings of the Old Covenant, Jesus' 

blood sprinkles those who draw close enough to the cross to trust 

Him as their Savior, and experience His redemptive power. When we 

are sprinkled with His blood, then we see and understand more than 

we could ever be told in mere words -- we begin to see the beauty in 

the presence of myrrh at the manger. 

 

(from We Three Kings) 

Sue Weaver, Director of Campus Recreation 

 



 

 

  

December 4th 

Great is the Mystery of Godliness 

 1 Timothy 3:14-16 

What is so compelling about a great mystery?  I am convinced 
that it is the intrigue of the journey, searching through the mystery to 
find wisdom. That intrigue and searching is what has kept Sherlock 
Holmes popular from the 1880s to the present. Christian life is much 
the same.  As Christians we know the end. However, we each have a 
unique journey on the way there.  And while we are confounded to try 
to figure it out, we still search.  Why don‘t our parents listen to us 
when we are teenagers?  Who will be my lifelong friends? Do I want 
to go to college? If yes, where? Am I ever going to find a job?  Will it 
be one I like? Who will I marry?  How many kids should we have?  
I‘m fired?  Mom‘s sick?  How can we survive without Dad?   

Thankfully, 1 Timothy 3:14-16 helps us see that the journey is of 
God. It shows us that godliness itself is not the mystery. Rather, the 
journey is the mystery from which true godliness springs. Godliness 
was Christ revealed, vindicated, proclaimed, believed on, sacrificed 
and taken up into glory. The related mystery was that which had been 
concealed during the generations-long journey through which God 
led His people. And Proverbs 25:2 reminds us that ―it is the glory of 
God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings.‖  
God is the creator of the mystery called our journey. 

The message for us at this Advent season is bigger than ―just‖ 
godliness.  It is bigger than the Christmas season and the Easter 
season.  It is the mystery of ―why‖ there is a Christmas season and 
an Easter season.  The message is that each of one of us is on a 
unique journey towards the end.  We need to embrace the journey 
even if we do not understand the hills, valleys, curves and potholes 
along the way.  It is that mysterious journey from which true godliness 
will spring forth in our lives. 

  

 

Dr. Jim King, Professor, College of Business 

 



 

 

  

December 5th 

Who has believed what he has heard from 

us? Isaiah 53:1-3 

―Who believes what we‘ve heard and seen?  Who would have 
thought God‘s saving power would look like this?  The servant grew 
up before God--a scrawny seedling, a scrubby plant in a parched 
field.  There was nothing attractive about Him, nothing to cause us to 
take a second look.  He was looked down on and passed over, a man 
who suffered, who knew pain firsthand.  One look at him and the 
people turned away.  We looked down on Him, thought He was 
scum.‖  Isaiah 53:1-3 from The Message. 

I am the mother of 3 beautiful children, I believe with all my 
heart they can do anything they put their mind to, but do I really think 
they will one day be our country‘s President?  No, not really.  In the 
same way, someone‘s child will grow and fill that role and the people 
around them will look at each other and say ―Who knew? I didn‘t see 
that coming!‖   

The Son of God was a person who lived among family and 
friends and they didn‘t see it coming, even with the prophesies being 
fulfilled in front of them.  He was average, but according to this 
passage, not even that!  It breaks my heart that someone would view 
Christ as scum; He was so much more.  Why didn‘t they see past the 
surface?   

I pray that as we approach Christmas and celebrate the miracle 
of Christ we can look beyond the surface to the man filled with 
compassion and gentleness that would draw people to him and make 
them want to be in His presence.  Let us focus on our own hearts and 
actions, knowing that our outward appearance is just a shell and will 
not draw others to Christ.  Let our eyes reflect the peace that we find 
only in Christ and may our willingness to share and show compassion 
allow us to be beautiful from the inside out.  

Wendi Fitzwater, Resident Director, McLane Hall 

 



 

 

  

December 6th  

Made like his brothers... Heb. 2:14-18 

  Scripture tells us ―Jesus became like his brethren in all things.‖ 
Having grown up with a brother (and neighborhood boys) and now 
raising two sons of my own (and a daughter, who whilst maintaining 
her femininity, is every bit as rough & tumble), I enjoy imagining the 
―brethernly‖ characteristics that Christ took on when donning human 
flesh. Did sycamore sticks get turned into swords? Did He think 
―bodily functions‖ were humorous? Did He leave his sandals lying 
around the house? I don‘t know. We do know, however, that although 
He was humble, He was bold. He was certainly a gentleman (having 
mercy on a woman with an issue of blood!). Clearly, He was a 
―rescuer.‖ (Halleluiah!) And, He was, as Dobson would agree most 
XYs are, destructive (turning over tables).  Praise God, though, it 
wasn‘t just that ―the play was in the mess.‖ because also maintaining 
His complete divinity He promised Restoration as well! (Obviously His 
Holy side, because even my ―Lego masters‖ aren‘t guaranteed to 
rebuild anything they‘ve destroyed, much less in ―3 days‖). 

God knew exactly what we needed in a Savior. His ―destructive 
nature‖ was actually one of His finer qualities. He destroyed all 
preconceived ideas of holiness & righteousness (Pharisees weren‘t 
quite so appreciative), of outreach (prostitutes & tax collectors were!), 
and of kingliness (manager, carpenter, cross, servant-leadership).  

In anticipating our need for a Savior, God knew we would better 
receive someone who could relate, who understood our battles. You 
wouldn‘t send an Amish man to tell people their need for a car, or a 
Vegan to convince people of their need for beef.  Jesus Christ, God 
in the flesh, saw and experienced our struggles. And He was here to 
destroy our fear of death, our slavery to sin, our fallings to temptation, 
and many of our self-inflicted struggles! He came to our aid, 
mercifully and faithfully, freeing and restoring us! 

 Thank God ―the Word became flesh and dwelt among us‖!!! 
(John 1:14) 

 

Christan Hammonds, Resident Director, Beall Hall  

 



 

 

  

December 7th  I Made Him a Witness to 

the Peoples Isaiah 55:1-8 

Students, congratulations! Finals are done, and some of you are 
graduating  today! If you are like me, you have been counting down 
the days to the 7th of December. It marks the start of a season of rest, 
no homework and candy canes. This semester has worn me down 
and I am weary. And I have a feeling I am not the only one. I take 
comfort in the fact that when I am physically exhausted, spiritually 
dry, and thirsty for something more,  the Lord says to come to Him.  

 

“Listen closely, and come even closer. My words will give you 
life, for I will make a covenant with you that cannot be broken, a 

promise of my enduring presence and support like I gave to David.”  
Isaiah 55:3 

 

What an incredible promise! The creator of the universe will 
never leave you, He longs for you to be in a relationship with Him. It 
is so encouraging to hear that His words can revive your spirit and 
give you life. We have God‘s word at our ready use. The time to be 
refreshed is now! God has extended His hand down to us; we just 
need to reach out and clasp it. He has offered us water; we just need 
to drink.  

 

As we celebrate the birth of the Liberating King, rejoice in the 
hope that the Lord‘s covenant of His presence in your life will never 
be broken. So this Advent, I pray that you will seek after the Lord, for 
He alone can quench your thirst.    

 

 

 

Carson Roper, Baptist Student Ministry Co-President  

 



 

 

December 8th  Every Spirit Confesses… 

1 John 4:1-4 

According to this scripture, we are to test the spirits to know if 
they are from God.  The test is whether or not they are able to 
acknowledge that Jesus came in the flesh. A more important question 
is, are YOU able to acknowledge that Jesus came in the flesh? Do 
YOU really believe that Mary had a baby boy, and that boy grew to 
adulthood and that the boy paid the ultimate price for YOU? 

 

This ‗believing‘ is the essence of our faith, that Jesus was fully 
man, yet fully God and that He is seated at God‘s right hand.  I have 
a one-year old grand-daughter.  As I have watched her this past year, 
I have reflected on how Mary might have interacted with Jesus. When 
did He sit up, roll over, crawl, walk.  What was it like to have a 12 
year old knowledgeable enough to spar with the great minds of her 
day? What was it like to see Him suffer and to know that He 
overcame the grave? 

 

As difficult as it is for our human minds to grasp this concept, 
believing it in faith is what we are called to do.  Do not let the 
naysayers of the world lead you to think differently.  Know that: 

‗‖You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because 
greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.‖   

 

Remember the Jesus of Christmas is God‘s greatest gift. He is 
the One who came and the One who will come again. He will 
overcome this present evil and we have a GREAT HOPE! 

 

Dr. Sharon Souter , Dean, College of Nursing 

 



LOVE 
 

Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne 
Emily E. S. Elliott 

 
Thou didst leave The throne and Thy kingly crown  

When Thou camest to earth for me;  
But in Bethlehem‘s home was there found no room  

For Thy holy nativity  
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus  

There is room in my heart for Thee! 
 

Heaven‘s arches rang when the angels sang,  
Proclaiming Thy royal degree;  

But of lowly birth didst Thou come to earth,  
And in great humility.  

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus  
There is room in my heart for Thee! 

 
The foxes found rest, and the birds their nest  

In the shade of the forest tree;  
But Thy couch was the sod, O Thou Son of God,  

In the deserts of Galilee.  
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus  

There is room in my heart for Thee! 
 

Thou camest, O Lord, with the living word  
That should set Thy people free;  

              But with mocking scorn and with crown of thorn  
They bore Thee to Calvary.  

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus 
There is room in my heart for Thee! 
 

When the heavens shall ring and the angels sing  
At Thy coming to victory,  

Let Thy voice call me home, saying, ―Yet there is room- 
There is room at My side for thee.‖  

My heart shall rejoice, Lord Jesus,  
When Thou comest and callest for me! 



 

 

  

December 9th 

A Redeemer will Come to Zion  

Isaiah 59:16-20 

 
God is the creator of the Universe. How often I forget it. This 

passage reminds me that God is God and much bigger than my puny 

mind can dream of or wrap around. 

  God in all His power yearned to see Israel return to Him. He 

sought a man to lead Israel back and found no one. Although He was 

saddened, this did not keep the Lord from fulfilling His purpose. He 

rose up, worked salvation Himself, armed Himself, destroyed His 

enemies, and glorified His name. 

  God will accomplish His purposes, and invites us to share in 

them with Him. 

 The Lord declares the Redeemer will come. 

  What assurance and relief from the Father. A kinsman-

redeemer is coming to buy His family out of slavery and care for the 

family’s posterity. All the family has to do is ask Him to help. 

  Sound familiar?  

  David Guzik rewords Isaiah 59:20, “I will send My Messiah, the 

Redeemer for all humanity, Jesus of Nazareth!” 

  God says a Redeemer is coming for all who turn away from 

transgression, both those who ask for Jesus to buy them out of 

bondage and into freedom, and for those who know they need Him. 

 

Jena Coulson, Assistant Director, Baptist Student Ministry 

 



 

 

  

December 10th  

God is a God of Salvation: Psalm 68: 1-8, 18-20 

 In Psalm 68, verse 3, David writes ―May the righteous be glad 
and rejoice before God; may they be happy and joyful.‖ I pray as we 
enter in this holiday season, we will remember to be joyful and rejoice 
that we serve a God of Salvation and Grace. He continues in verse 4, 
―Sing to God, sing praise to his name, extol him who rides on the 
clouds – his name is the Lord – and rejoice before him.‖ As we start 
to become busy during this time of year, I encourage each of us to 
take time to turn our blessings into praise and remember our 
salvation is in Christ.  

 I challenge you to take a few minutes and reflect on the 
blessings that have been poured out on you and your loved ones. I 
encourage you to write these things down and remember them daily 
this Christmas season.  

 Throughout the rest of this Psalm, we find that David is 
expressing joy even through his trials and tribulations. We recognize 
that the beauty of God‘s gift of salvation is not something that is 
required of Him, but is a gift of love. This is not something that can be 
earned, however; by trusting in Christ and knowing that he is the 
ultimate gift, we receive the gift of salvation.   

 As we continue on in our lives, my prayer for you is that through 
this Christmas season you will reflect upon the beauty of God‘s gift, 
and find joy in Him. May Christ fill your life abundantly where others 
around you can witness and crave the same salvation seen through 
you.  

 

 

May God bless you and yours this Christmas! 

Kassidy Harris, Student Body President  

 



 

 

  

December 11th  The LORD called me from 

the womb  Isaiah 49:1-7 

 The Bible version I primarily use (NET) leads this passage with 
―Ideal Israel Delivers the Exiles‖.   

 This ―Ideal Israel‖ whom we celebrate during this season was 
summoned before birth, commissioned at birth, was equipped for 
every good work, was kept, was protected, and was used to reveal 
His Caller‘s splendor. 

 The confidence of ―Ideal Israel‖ was in the Lord, His God, His 
source of strength. 

 This ―Ideal Israel‖ knew His purpose was to re-establish the 
relationship between an exiled remnant of Israel and the LORD, the 
Holy One. 

 This ―Ideal Israel‖ knew His service would make Him despised 
and rejected in time.  However, He also knew kings would rise in 
respect to Him in eternity because He was chosen by the Holy One of 
Israel. 

 Does this Lord still call?  Does He still fashion arrows for His 
quiver? 

 The Lord, the LORD, the Creator, Sustainer, Master, Driving 
Force and Ultimate Value of Everything that was, is, or will be 
called…you. 

 You were first created not in the womb of your mother, but the 
mind of God.  You began as a thought, an idea, and a part of His 
plan.  Only when this plan was fully formed in the mind of God and 
when ―the fullness of time‖ arrived for your part did He begin to knit 
you together in the darkness of your mother. 

 Your commissioning into His service came not during an 
ordination or missionary appointment ceremony.  The LORD 
commissioned as you broke into the light of the delivery room and He 
said, ―You are my servant.‖ 

 The Holy One of Israel has chosen you, too. 

Roger L. Russell, Construction Technician II 

 



 

 

  

December 12th The LORD Says to My Lord 

Psalm 110 

Psalm 110 contains two oft quoted verses which New 
Testament writers understood to refer to Jesus and in two different 
roles: as King (v. 1) and as Priest (v. 4). 

Psalm 110 is usually described as a ―royal psalm‖ which means 
that it was a psalm used at the coronation of a new king from the line 
of David. By the time of Jesus‘ ministry it was widely accepted as 
having messianic connotations; speaking not about an ordinary king 
but about a special redeemer king. V. 1 is quoted by Mark (12:36), 
Matthew (22:44) and Luke (20:42-43), as well as in Acts 2:34-35 and 
Hebrews 1:13 making it the most cited in the New Testament. The 
single most important issue about Jesus is the question of who He is. 
Is He a teacher (rabbi)? Is He a prophet? Is He a king? Is He the 
King? The New Testament holds that even the tremendous popular 
expectations about the Messiah were too low for who Jesus really 
was. This is captured in Kahlil Gibran‘s book Jesus, the Son of Man, 
where he has Joseph of Arimathea ‗remember‘ these words of Jesus, 
―Judea would have a king and she would march against the legions 
of Rome. I shall not be her king. The diadems of Zion were fashioned 
for lesser brows. And the ring of Solomon is small for this finger. 
Behold my hand. See you not that it is over-strong to hold a scepter, 
and over-sinewed to wield a common sword?‖ Jesus would be a king 
beyond their categories of kingship. 

V. 4, the Lord (God) says to His anointed king, ―You are a priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek.‖ Ancient kings had the 
privileges of a priest like the pre-Davidic king of ancient Salem, 
Melchizedek. For the author of Hebrews (5:6-10 and 6:20-7:28) 
Jesus is not only greater than Abraham (from whom Melchizedek 
received sacrifices, Genesis 14) but the greatest of priests because 
He is eternal and because He has no sins of His own for which to 
offer sacrifice. And, we might note, because He is Sacrifice as well as 
Priest. 

Timothy G. Crawford, Dean, Christian Studies 

 



 

 

  

December 13th  

John the Baptist  Luke 1:57-80 

It had been 400 years since the world had heard from God through a 
prophet. During that time, many thoughts and ideas had developed 
concerning the coming of the Messiah. There was anticipation that 
someday, the Messiah, the Deliverer will come.  

The last book in the Old Testament, Malachi, ends with a verse 
which relates to what will happen before the Messiah comes. ―Behold, I 
will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome of the day 
of the Lord comes‖ (Malachi 4:5).  

After a miraculous intervention by the Angel of God, Elizabeth 
became pregnant and she was going to have a son. Both Elizabeth and 
Zachariah were too old to have children, but they were chosen to be the 
parents of John. 

Since John was six months older than Jesus, his ministry had an 
earlier beginning. Even though there was much anticipation about the 
Messiah, John‘s ministry was one of preparation. ―As it is written in Isaiah 
the prophet, ‗Behold. I will send my messenger before your face, who will 
prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.‘‖ (Mark 1:2-3).  

The Gospels tell us that John began his ministry in the area of 
Jordan. He preached repentance and baptized many believers. However, 
he never forgot his role. ―After me comes He who is mightier than I, the 
strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have 
baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.‖ 
(Mark 1:7-8) 

Six months later, Jesus meets John at the Jordan River. ―In those 
days, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan.‖ (Mark 1:9) Then the anticipation was turned to reality; the 
Messiah had arrived to begin His ministry to all people.  

Where is Jesus, the Messiah, in your life? Has He arrived or is He 
just anticipation? 
 

  

 

Dr. George Loutherback, University Chaplain 

 



 

 

 
  

December 14th  

Let Us Walk in the Light of the LORD 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

Hymns have been a great blessing to me for so many years. I loved 

to stand with my family as the church stood to praise our God with ―Holy, 

Holy, Holy.‖ As I grew in knowledge and enjoyment of music, I sang in the 

church choir. My family encouraged music training and the classics were 

the teaching tools, but church music became a part of that training with 

Mozart and Handel. I called that ―high church‖ music.  

At Mary Hardin-Baylor, I sang with very talented students of music 

and enjoyed the many opportunities to perform in churches around our 

state.  In preparation for a choir tour in South Texas, our ensemble 

learned several new pieces to present to a diverse audience in schools as 

well as the usual churches we visited. As a practice song, we sang ―This 

Little Light of Mine‖ and would enjoy the song that seemed light-hearted 

and childish to us – juniors and seniors at MHB. In our presentation to the 

schools, we chose the classics of music to encourage students of music 

and to let them know that MHB had a wonderful music school where the 

classics were taught. The ensemble presented two songs at each 

performance. At one school, our ensemble ―warmed up‖ with ―This Little 

Light of Mine‖. They had no curtain on the stage to conceal us so we 

marched into place and began the ―warm up‖ session with the ensemble 

singing our fun song. The students who filed in listening to us sing that 

song were not talking - they were listening.  We were shocked when there 

was a standing applause to our ―warm up‖ song. They even listened to all 

our classical music with rapt attention.  At the end of our presentation, the 

principal thanked us for coming and commented on how much he enjoyed 

that ―light song.‖ 

We decided the song was familiar and the arrangement was fun. 

Years later, I have thought of the presentation and the song they really 

understood. Light in darkness is a joy and gives hope.  

 

Julia Walker, Residence Hall Director 

 



 

 

December 15th  

The Life was the Light of Men   John 1:1-5 

 
One of the gifts of the incarnation is the example Christ brings 

for us.  He is much more than an example.  He is also our master, 

savior and sacrifice.  However, Christ didn‘t come to earth for only the 

few hours it took Him to die on the cross.  He lived an entire lifetime 

with us and for us.  All that He said, all that He did, serves as the 

road map for what we are to say and do. 

Just as the creation of light was the foundation of the Genesis 1 

creation narrative that parallels this scripture, the light of Christ is 

foundational to our sanctification.  His life brings enlightenment, 

clarity, and understanding.  The incarnation demonstrates for us what 

godly living is all about.  It brings the holy, heavenly mind of God into 

our mundane, earthly context. 

This advent season, as we anticipate His coming with profound 

thankfulness, let‘s remember to be thankful for the light.  The light of 

Christ‘s life shows us how to walk out of the darkness of our own sin.  

It is a beacon calling us to lives of holiness.  We know we are headed 

to an eternal life with our God and Father, and, thanks to Christ, we 

know the way. 

 

 

Larry G. Locke, Assistant Professor, College of Business 

 



 
 

JOY 
 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
Latin Hymn, Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710 

 
 

O come O come Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel,  

That mourns in lonely exile here,  
Until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer  
Our spirits by Thine advent here;  

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
And death‘s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,  
And order all things, far and nigh;  

To us the path of knowledge show,  
And cause us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 
O come, Desire of nations, bind  

All peoples in one heart and mind;  
      Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease,  

Fill all the world with heaven‘s peace. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 



 

 

  

December 16th    

Who Can Endure the Day His Coming?  

Malachi 3: 1-4 

Growing up, I did not always understand how much my father 
loved me and how hard he worked to put food on the table. I would 
sometimes forget the strength and fear that comes from when my 
mother would say ―just wait until your father gets home.‖  There are 
times now where we get complacent and comfortable in our daily 
routines where we need to be reminded of where the food and 
resources come from. We need to be reminded of the God we serve 
and the greatness that encompasses Him.  

 

The name Malachi means ―messenger‖. Malachi was the 
messenger who reminded the Israelites of the coming of Christ. In 
this passage, Malachi is warning and reminding them of who Christ is 
and when He returns no one will be able to even stand in His 
presence! The passage also reminds us that God will refine and 
restore His people when He returns. He will not let you stay broken; 
instead He will ―refine you like gold‖. During this Holiday season think 
about the messengers in your life and what lessons you need to be 
reminded of. But most importantly be reminded of the reason we are 
all here and unlike what my mother always told me, do not wait to 
change ―until your Father comes”. 

 

 

 

Tiffany Wurdemann, Director of Student Organizations 



 

 

  

December 17th  

The Righteous Branch…  Jeremiah 23:5-6 

I‘m a contextual junkie…maybe it‘s my critical nature to dissect 
words, phrases, or conversations. I‘m almost sure it makes me a 
killjoy when my wife is attempting to tell a humorous story and I sever 
her story for my version of a ―better‖ way to recount the events. 

Being a great narrator is a lost art. In our culture, it seems 
instead of inserting greater detail, we‘ve driven towards and settled 
with whittling life down to the tiniest of summations. With our 
obsession with ―tweets,‖ ―status updates,‖ and ―texting,‖ we‘ve 
become experts at abbreviating life to a mere 140 characters at a 
time.  

The prophet Jeremiah paints a beautiful narrative of Christ‘s 
coming. He does not mince words or have hidden messages in the 
declaration. It‘s very clear of the Lord‘s statement proclaiming, ―I will 
raise up to David a righteous Branch.‖ Historically for the Jews, this is 
great news…a king who will reign with righteousness! 

Unfortunately for many, this truth was only a partial narrative 
because they failed to see the whole of its message. The greater 
narrative was Jesus, the embodiment and fulfillment of God‘s 
promise of a new covenant was coming; He would be King. But His 
reign was an eternal reign dressed with the finery of reconciliation for 
all men. Not just a seasonal event or a cosmic drop-by to merely 
straighten things out. 

With Christmas a week away, am I seriously looking at the 
greater narrative of Jesus coming and the promise of redemption for 
all who receive him? And, will my worship of ―The Lord Our 
Righteousness‖ make even the simplest of Christmas‘ the grandest of 
occasions, or have an abbreviated celebration whittled down to a few 
characters in a tweet, and have missed the greatest narrative of all 
times? 

 

Phillip Jones, Resident Director 

 



 

  

December 18th  

The Spirit of the LORD GOD is upon me.  

Isaiah 61:1-3 

The message of Christmas is good news. At the birth of Jesus the 
angel said to the shepherds, ―I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all people.‖ (Luke 2:10) 

 

What happened at Bethlehem when Mary brought forth her first born 
had been prophesied and anticipated for centuries. This passage from 
Isaiah, the Prince of the Prophets, foresees the coming of the One who 
would personify all that the good news represents. 

 

A favorite theme in Isaiah is the ―servant of the Lord‖ and there is a 
measure of fulfillment of the servant‘s role in the deliverance of God‘s 
people from Babylonian captivity but the greater fulfillment awaits the 
coming of Jesus, the ultimate servant of the Lord. 

 

So it is not surprising that when Jesus began His Galilean ministry in 
the synagogue in Nazareth, His home town, He read the first two verses of 
Isaiah 61, and announced ―Today, this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.‖ (Luke 4:21) One could appropriately conclude that Jesus was 
announcing His mission statement quoting these verses. 

 

Jesus came to bring good news, especially to the poor, the 
oppressed, the broken, and the despised. In the end that is all of us, since 
we are all identified with Adam‘s fallen race. 

 

Now, having been liberated by Jesus, the anointed one, it is for us to 
pass it on, the good news of salvation and release. ―When the Holy Spirit 
comes on you…you will be my witnesses.‖ (Acts 1:8) We are now the 
anointed. The best way to celebrate the good news is to share it with 
someone else. 

 

Dr. Leroy Kemp, Professor of Christian Studies 

 

 



 

 

  

December 19th  

But when the fullness of time had come, 

God sent His Son . . . Galatians 4:4-7 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son . . . 

 

 The birth of Christ was no last minute epiphany. God had been 
orchestrating all of time to hinge upon this climactic event. From the 
moment He first flung the stars into the sky to when He walked 
through the garden to confront Adam and Eve. From the time He 
brought Abram and Sarai the laughable news of their impending 
pregnancy to when He raised Moses up to free the children of Israel 
from bondage. When He sent Samuel to choose the most unlikely of 
Jesse‘s sons to be the king of His nation to the moment He brought 
up Mary and Joseph to look after his own Son.  

 

Like a maestro before a great orchestra, God was directing all 
events, all of time, all of eternity to this moment when God would take 
on flesh and be born among us that you and I might become heirs 
according to His unimaginable grace. 

 

 

Brent Harris, Associate Vice President for Information Technology 

 



 

 

  

December 20th Blessed is He who Comes 

in the Name of the LORD  

Psalm 118:1-4, 19-29 

―What‘s love got to do with it?‖ These are the lyrics from a 
classic song recorded by Tina Turner in the early 70‘s. The message 
is a simple question that challenges the listener to reflect on does 
love really have anything to do with it?  

 

The lyrics go onto say…‖it is nothing but a secondhand 
emotion.‖  As classic as this song was and is, it really offers no hope 
for anyone going through the ―its‖ of life. In our passage today the 
writer of this Psalm stresses several times that the love of God 
endures forever, it does not quit. It is the love that surrounds the 
believer when we are going through the ―its‖ of this life. 

 

  I am reminded of the Hebrew word chesed which, when 
translated, refers to God‘s love for His people. It is a loving-kindness 
that will not allow him let His people go.  This love has everything to 
do with it. This loving-kindness is a steady, persistent refusal of God 
to give up on his people even if they are unfaithful and stubborn. This 
does not mean that God will ignore sin and offer his grace apart from 
our repentance, because righteousness is still very important (be holy 
for I am holy: 1Peter1:16).  This love is steadfast and lasting. It was 
manifested through the entrance of God‘s son Jesus Christ.  Jesus 
Christ comes to offer the chesed-love for all humanity. Love, God‘s 
love, though the birth, life and death of His Son so that we might be 
rescued from the ―its‖.  

 

This chesed-love has everything to do with it! 
―Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.‖ 

 
 

 

 

Ms. Rebeka Retta, Resident Director, Burt Hall  



 

 

  

December 21st  

Mary’s Song  Luke 1:46-55 

The date was September 20, 1992. My wife, Grace, had given 
birth to my daughter a few hours earlier. After spending some time 
with both Grace and Lauren, I headed home to pick up a few things. 
As I got into my truck and started the engine, the radio happened to 
be playing a song by The Temptations entitled ―My Girl.‖ Some of the 
lyrics are, “I've got sunshine on a cloudy day / When it's cold outside 
I've got the month of May / I guess you'd say, „What can make me 
feel this way?‟ / My girl (my girl, my girl) / Talkin' 'bout my girl (my 
girl).” 
 Ever since then, when I hear that song I always think about the 
day Lauren was born and all of the emotions of that moment are 
immediately revived. 
 Can you imagine the joy, enthusiasm, and gratitude that Mary 
and Joseph experienced upon the announcement that Mary would be 
having a baby? And to top it off, He would be the Son of God, the 
One who would take away the sin of the world! No wonder she could 
sing, ―My soul glorifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior.‖ When reading through her song, you clearly see her many 
thoughts: grateful for God‘s hand on her, humility that He chose her, 
faithfulness of God throughout all time, and recognition of God‘s 
provision for His children. 
 Songs have a way of communicating the deepest aspects of our 
being. Oftentimes, the words that rise up are directly from our soul. 
They can communicate a myriad of emotions from heartbreak to 
happiness. 
 What song are you singing today? Because of Christ‘s birth, we 
can sing beautiful songs of joy, hope, forgiveness, and eternal peace. 
Whatever song you‘re singing, sing it out loud so that others can hear 
the wonderful news of what the Lord is doing for you. 
 

Dr. Steve Theodore, Chief Operating Officer 

 



 

 

December 22nd  

Bethlehem Prophesied      Micah 5:2-5a 

 Micah 5:2-5a contains an inspiring description of the ideal king 
of Israel who will rule over an ideal kingdom established by the 
LORD. For many decades Judah‘s leaders had compromised with 
foreign kings and watered down the nation‘s covenant relationship 
with the LORD. Therefore, Micah proclaimed that a ―new David‖ will 
arise and rule over a new ideal kingdom. The prophet did not mention 
a specific time in which this new age would dawn.  

 Unlike the kings of Judah who were associated with Jerusalem, 
the new ruler will hail from the small, insignificant town of Bethlehem, 
David‘s birthplace. The prophet refers to this ―new David‖ as one 
―whose origin is from old.‖    

 Bethlehem is located approximately 6 miles south of the old city 
of Jerusalem. The expression ―Bethlehem of Ephrathah‖ refers to 
both an ancient clan of Judah and a region in Judah to which 
Bethlehem belonged.   

 When the ―new David‖ emerges, there will be a return of peace, 
in contrast to the turmoil of Micah‘s day. This will usher in the rule of 
the true son of David characterized by: (1) the return of God‘s people; 
(2) true instruction in the LORD‘s covenant; (3) security provided by 
the LORD‘s ideal king; and (4) peace.  

 It is no surprise that Matthew‘s Gospel quotes this passage in 
support of the claim that Jesus, who was born in Bethlehem, is the 
Messiah, the son of David, the Son of God.  

 We must never discount that which appears small and 
insignificant. God works wonders from the small and insignificant 
places, events, and people in our world. As in the days of Micah, we 
face huge challenges. Yet, the LORD‘s answer to those challenges 
just might emerge in the least expected places.  
 
  

Dr. Stephen Wyrick, Professor of Hebrew, Archaeology, & Old Testament 

 



PEACE 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
Phillips Brooks 

 
O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

 
For Christ is born of Mary, 
And gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond‘ring love, 

O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth. 

 
How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is giv‘n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heav‘n. 

No ear may hear Him coming, 
But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

 
O holy Child of Bethlehem! 

Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in; 

Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel. Amen.



 

 

  

December 23rd  

Bethlehem Birthplace   Luke 2:1-7 

―Stille Nacht … heilige nacht.‖ These words to ―Silent Night‖ 
floated from the church into the frozen German air as our little Baptist 
congregation celebrated Christmas Eve. We sang it every year just 
as it had originally been sung 170 years before—with German lyrics 
and accompanied only by a lone acoustic guitar.  

The song gave me a sense of anticipation, peace and warmth, 
sheltered as we were from the snowy weather by the walls of the old 
shoe factory that served as our church building. But it mostly filled me 
with awe and brought to mind the last verse of the passage for today: 
―And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no 
room for them in the inn.‖  

What could be sweeter or more peaceful than a happy, 
swaddled baby? 

However, there‘s much more to the passage than just that last 
beautiful moment, and we do the scripture an injustice if we overlook 
the preceding verses. Seen through purely human eyes, they would 
indicate a hectic, anxious time. 

Mary was on the verge of delivering the savior of the world, yet 
she and Joseph had to make a long, exhausting trip. Joseph must 
have felt himself a failure by not providing a proper room for the night. 
The virgin must have been fearful of having her first child—and in a 
stable, no less. 

Those concerns would have been real for a couple acting in 
their own strength. But the scripture doesn‘t indicate any of those 
emotions. Instead, it seems that Mary and Joseph simply walked the 
path God had set before them without fretting or complaining, but 
only in faith and anticipation of the event that would change the world 
that blessed night.  

 

Vicky Kendig, Assistant Professor Department of Communication 

 



 

  

December 24th  

God is with Us   Matthew 1: 18-25 

I‘ve never given much thought to Joseph and the months 
leading up to the birth of Christ. I can imagine a perfectly reasonable 
reaction to the shocking news would be to want to ―divorce Mary 
quietly;‖ a pregnant fiancé is not what he signed-up for. But, then an 
angel came to him telling him the scriptures were to be fulfilled and to 
call him Immanuel – God with Us. Joseph became the faithful 
follower that we all picture at Christmas, caring for his pregnant wife 
and holding her hand as she gave birth to the Messiah.  

How often are we also faced with the unexpected? Unexpected 
medical news, unexpected job change, unexpected relationship 
ending, unexpected responsibility being added to our plate; yet the 
Good News is the scriptures have been fulfilled! God is with us. And 
this is not unexpected. As you go throughout this Advent season and 
life around you is continuing both expectedly and unexpectedly, 
remember that God is with us. In Matthew 28:20, He claims ―I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.‖ 

Today as we prepare for celebrating the birth of Jesus, think 
about Joseph and how his world was turned up-side-down by this 
unexpected event. And have encouragement that God is with us.   

 

 
 

Kristy Brischke, Director of Transition Programs 

 



 

 

  

December 25th  

Shepherds Visit Mary, Joseph and Jesus 

THOSE MARVELOUS SHEPHERDS 

Luke 2:8-20 

Luke in his own unique manner describes the amazing role the 

shepherds had regarding the birth of Christ!   These simple shepherds 

who tended the sheep about 5 miles away from Bethlehem became a 

most significant part of the announcement of the birth of Christ.  An angel 

announced, ‖…fear not; for,  behold I bring you good tidings of great 

joy…for unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is 

Christ the Lord‖ (10, 11).   As C. Roy Angell stated years ago….why did 

God select these men?   For their social status was low!  They were hard 

working men…tending sheep.   As a matter of fact, their occupation was 

scorned. According to Angell, the Talmud prohibited shepherds from 

appearing in courts as witnesses.   Yet, it was to these of  a despised 

occupation, considered a “lowly position,”  that the Divine proclamation 

was presented! 

Though they may have represented this status in that society---these 

menial shepherds were given a “high privilege.”  At first they were 

terrified by the announcement of the birth of Christ!  Yet, they realized this 

was not an announcement of doom…but rather, delight!  So God 

bypassed some of the religious leaders who were obsessed with prestige 

and ceremony by honoring these men at the bottom of the social register!   

These dear Shepherds were obedient and came with haste and 

found Mary, Joseph and the babe lying in a manger!  Yes, these men, 

held in such low esteem were chosen for this great honor!   Result:  

“glorifying and praising God!” (v.20) Thus, this event reminds us that 

God can use all of us!                      MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

    Dr. Paul Stripling, Adjunct, Old Testament, UMHB 

 





―Who Shall Come‖ 
Mary E. Caldwell 

 
Who shall come in the fullness of time to gladden the hearts of men? 
Who shall bring new joy to the world and the poor and lonely defend? 

Who shall come on a cold winter‘s night, when the world is hushed and still? 
Only the silent stars keep watch as a promise is fulfilled. 

 
Just as a Child newly born He shall come to a stable rough with sod. 

Tis gentle Jesus, Prince of Peace, the blessed Son of God! 
 

We await Him with reverent hearts, O come Lord Jesus, come! 
 
 

Special thanks to those who contributed to this guide:  Jena Coulson (BSM 
Assistant Director), formatting; Chandler Hansen (BSM student worker), 

formatting and artwork; Tammy Cooke (Spiritual Life Secretary), titles; Matt 
Irvine (Manager of Web Services), on-line access; Dr. George Harrison 
(Director, Digital Media Services); and the various students, faculty and 

staff members who have shared their insights. 
 

―Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift!‖ 
2 Corinthians 9:15 

 


